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Sensory Warning: Flashing lights, strobe effects, and fog
will be used througout the performance.
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This program is made possible by a grant from the New Jersey State Historical Commission,
a division of the Department of State, and administered by the Hudson County Office
of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, Craig Guy, Hudson County Executive &
the Hudson County Board of County Commissioners.
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Featured Choreography for “Beethoven” by Leo Vasile



From the Director

Thank you for joining us for Disaster! It's my debut directing a full-
length show, and I'm incredibly proud of the outcome. | hope it
leaves you with a sense of joy and escapism. For those unfamiliar, I'm
Jessa Blackthorne, an actress, choreographer, costume designer, and
the director of this production, also proudly autistic.

As our opening weekend coincides with the end of Autism Acceptance

(Acceptance, not Awareness) month, | wanted to discuss how |
incorporated being autistic into the creative process. From the outset
of rehearsals, | openly shared my autistic identity, emphasizing

potential differences in communication and approach and
encouraging an open dialogue with the cast and crew. | also aimed to
seamlessly integrate my neurodiversity into not just my
communication, but my directing approach as well. As an example, |
was much more willing to try out unusual or impractical ideas during
the rehearsal process. Even though some of those ideas didn't work,
some of them became our best segments of the show! Drawing on a
hyperfixation with disaster movies, | meticulously organized the
production in a way my brain could process it while still being clear
to others, collaborating closely with my team to bring our vision to
life. With steadfast support from our producer, Brandi, | hope to
spotlight autistic creatives in theatre, advocating for increased
opportunities and visibility.

| leave you with this:

In life, disasters happen. They are inevitable, no matter how well you
plan or prepare. No matter how confident you are in how things are
going and how they will go, you just can't control for every variable.
They can seem random, and cruel, and unfair. But I've learned in my
lifetime so far that all you can do when they happen is keep going.
Stopping and wallowing in fear and despair is not an option. You have
to keep pushing forward, even if everything seems bleak, and no way
out presents itself to you. Even if you feel like you'll be trapped in
the same sinking ship forever. You can't let that anxiety swallow you
whole. You need to keep moving forward. Even if you feel like you're
not strong enough to go on, | promise you can do it. Even if you don't
believe in yourself, whoever you are, | believe in you. Because, no
matter how unlikely it seems, no matter how immense and
unforgiving the darkness is, on the other side of every disaster,
daybreak is never far away.

| hope this show will remind you of that.
For my mom, who taught me to always keep fighting.

Jessa Blackthorne
Director, DISASTER!



DISASTER!

SENSORY WARNING: FLASHING LIGHTS, STROBE
EFFECTS, AND FOG WILL BE USED THROUGOUT
THE PERFORMANCE.

Setting: 1979 Manhattan, on the opening night of the Barracuda,

New York’s first floating casino and discotheque.

Today’s performance will run approximately 2 hours and 5 minutes
with one 15-minute intermission

CAST
Ted SCheider ..o Dylan Myers
..................................................... Gunnar Holmberg*» (4/27 matinee)

Tony Delvecchio ....coeveveveeieieieieceeeeee, John Jesse Jeffords

............................................... Ashley Nichols (4/27 matinee)
Chad RUDIC cueeiiieiicececeeee e Frankie Perez
SCOTL cavieieeieeteeee e Roman Koster
Marianne WilSOn .......cocevvvvienenienenieneeienieenns Maria Ruppert A

............................................... Holly Stefanik (4/27 matinee)
Jackie NOElle .o.oveieieieieieicse s Samantha Egge
Ben and Lisa ..coceevivinieninieieeeeeeeee Maisie Kelly
Levora Verona ....c.eeeeeeeneeneenieieeeeeeeeeeeenens Lily Mayo

................................................... Judy Espaillat* (4/27 matinee)
Sister Mary DOWNEY ......cccceveevenieeieenienieniennens Jessica Nelson*
......................................... Maggie Madere (4/27 matinee)

Maury SUMIMETS ..ooeeiiniieienieeieneeieseeeesieenens Robert Strauch
Shirley SUMMErS ...ccvovviieieieicirenesesese e Melissa Broder*

.............................................. Karina Munoz* (4/27 matinee)
JAKE et Matt Masiello

Ensemble

Paula Baratta, Richard Dwyer,Judg Espaillat*, Gunnar Holmberg*», Maggie
Madere, Karina Munoz*, Ashley Nichols, Amanda Regan*, Leo Vasile*, Danubia
Vilar#*

Dolphin Dancers
Maria Ruppert™, Holly Stefanik, Leo Vasile*, Danubia Vilar*

*First appearance with WHATCo
A Music Captain
M Dance Captain

SCAN FOR
CREATIVE &
CREW BIOS

SCAN FOR
CAST BIOS




DISASTER!

CREW & CREATIVE
DIFECLOL avvvevveveeveeveveereververeeveververssvesvevessssessessans Jessa Blackthorne
MUSICQl DireCtor ..., Scott Burzynski
CROIEOZIAPRES ...eeveveeeieieeierrerriririeieissssnns Bong Dizon
Stage MONGGE! ..o, Athena Nakrosis
Assistant Stage Manager ..........c.ccvceeeeveenne. Jasmine Viera
SO DESIGN et Brian Sullivan
COSTUMEL aeevvvsieieieierrersesisisisieisisssssssssisisissens Julia Sharp
50UNG DESIGNE ... Jim Miller
Lighting DeSIGNer .......c.ccvvvvvvvveverrvriririririnnn, Luis Andrade
Technical AQViSOr/AUTIO. .......c.ceeeveveveeeeenn Keith Raulerson
Inclusion COOrdingtor .........cuevevevvveeverarnnns Joseph JonesStage
Combat/Fall/Intimacy Coordinator ..................... Matt Masiello
PrOPEITIES .veevvvvsisieieierrsesisisisieeisissesssisieinnan Brandi-Leigh Miller
PUDIIC REIALIONS ..o Linda Kraus D’Isa
Social Media MQ...........ccovreeneeeiveeeeirirnn, Michelle Almeida
Original ATEWOIK ... Ashton Nanke
PrOQUCES vttt Brandi-Leigh Miller

Barracuda Show Band

Scott Burzynski: Conductor, Keyboard 1
Owen Seaver: Keyboard 2 | Guitar: Joe Dolahan | Drums: Dan Giannone
Reeds: John Kubowicz

Team Barracuda

Crew Captain/Mr. Shark: Brian Sullivan
Slot Machine Attendant: Ellen Lebofsky
Running Crew: Athena Nakrosis, Jasmine Viera, Mary Nakrosis, Tommy Vinacco

PLEASE SILENCE CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES.

)
No video or audio recording!
THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL
RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN
ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF
THE AUTHOR(S)'S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW.




DISASTER!
Music Publishing Credits

"'\AAd.SLiCRIGHT NOW" Written by Andy Fraser and Paul Rogers. Used by permission of Blue Mountain
“THAT'S THE WAY I'VE ALWAYS HETARD IT EHOULD BE” Written by Carly Simon and Jacob
Brackman. Used with permission of BMG Chrysalis.

'élz\)erllz'éml())F BEETHOVEN" Written by Walter Murphy. Used by permission of RFT Music Publishing

“MHJ,SKRAT LOVE” Written by Willis Alan Ramsey. Used by permission of Wishbone Music c/o Don
Williams Group.

“FEELS SO GOOD"” Written by Chuck Mangione. Used by permission of Gates Music Inc.
“WITHOUT YOU" Written by Peter Ham. Used by permission of Kobalt Music Publishing.

“I'D REALLY LOVE TO SEE YOU TONIGHT" Written by Dan England and John Ford Coley. Used by permission of
Sutjujo Music and Faizilu Publishing.
“THE LORD'S PRAYER"” Composed by Albert Hay Malotte. Used by permission of Music Sales.

“TORN BETWEEN TWO LOVERS"” Written by Phillip Jarrell and Peter Yarrow. Used by permission of Peermusic
Ill, Ltd. and Muscle Shoals Sound Publishing.

“WHEN WILL | BE LOVED" Written by Phil Everly. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing.
“THREE TIMES A LADY" Written by Lionel Richie. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing.
“HAWAII 5-0 THEME" Written by Morton Stevens. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing.

“THEME FROM MAHOGANY" Written by Gerry Goffin and Michael Masser. Used by permission of Sony/ATV
Music Publishing.

“STILL THE ONE” Written by Johanna Hall and John Hall. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing.
“SATURDAY NIGHT” Written by Bill Martin and Phil Coulter. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing.
“NEVER CAN SAY GOODBYE" Written by Clifton Davis. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing.

“NADIA'S THEME" Written by Barry De Vorzon and Perry Botkin. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music
Publishing.

“MOCKINGBIRD" Written by Charlie Foxx Publishing

“KNOCK THREE TIMES” Written by Larry Brown and Irwin Levine. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music
Publishing.

“HOOKED ON A FEELING” Written by Mark James. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing.

“BEN" Written by Don Black and Walter Scharf. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music Publishing.

“COME TO ME” Written by Tony Green. Used by permission of Spirit One Music o/b/o Cicada Music Publishing.
“25 OR 6 TO 4" Written by Robert Lamm.

“SKY HIGH"” Words and music by Desmond Dyer, Clive Kenneth Scott. ©Used by permission of Universal Music
Corp. (ASCAP).

“REUNITED” Words and music by Dino Fekaris, Frederick J. Perren. ©Used by permission of Universal-Polygram
International Publishing, Inc. on behalf of itself and Perren-Vibes Music, Inc. (ASCAP).

“KNOCK ON WOOD"” Words and music by Stephen Lee Cropper, Eddie Floyd. ©Used by permission of Irving
Music, Inc. (BMI).

“I WILL SURVIVE"” Written by Freddie Perren and Dino Fekaris. Used by permission of Universal Music
Publishing.
“DO YOU WANNA MAKE LOVE" Written by Peter McCann. Used by permission of Universal Music Publishing.

“DAYBREAK" Written by Adrienne Anderson and Barry Manilow. Used by permission of Sony/ATV Music
Publishing.

“BABY HOLD ON TO ME” Words and music by Gerald Edward Levert, Edwin Lamar Nicholas. ©Used by
permission of Universal Music-Z Songs on behalf of Trycep Publishing Co. (BMI) and Warner Chappell Music
Publishing.

“WE DON'T CRY OUT LOUD” Words and music by Peter W. Allen, Carole Bayer Sager. ©Used by permission of
Irving Music, Inc. on behalf of itself and Woolnough Music, Inc./Songs of Universal, Inc. on behalf of Begonia
Music (BMI).

“I AM WOMAN" Words and music by Ray Burton, Helen Reddy. ©Used by permission of Irving Music, Inc. on
behalf of itself and Buggerlugs Music Co. (BMI).

“HOT STUFF” Written by Peter Bellotte, Harold Faltermeyer and Keith Forsey. Used by permission of WB Music
Corp.

“FEELINGS” Written by Louis Gaste and Morris Albert. Used by permission of Songs of Peer, Ltd. on behalf of
Loving Guitar Music, Inc. and Fermata International Melodies Inc. Sony/ATV Publishing can be reached at 424
Church Street, Ste. 1200, Nashville, TN 37219.



#supportlocalarts

All proceeds from tonight’s event will go directly towards
WHATCo'’s mission of providing high-quality arts
opportunities to the West Hudson community!

SHOP

Purchase your WHATCo swag and apparel
https://www.bonfire.com/store/whatconj/
(online sales only)

GIVE

Make a tax-deductible donation today
e Cash or Check (Payable to WHATCo)
e Online at whatconj.org
e By Venmo to @WHATCON]J

VOLUNTEER

Visit whatconj.org
For volunteer opportunities,
tickets, auditions, and other information

what co -

arts & theater company

Board of Directors
President - Brandi-Leigh Miller
Treasurer - Cecilia Lindenfelser, Esq.
Secretary - Linda Kraus D’Isa

Michelle Almeida | Hon. Carol Jean Doyle | Beatriz Esteban-Messina
Brooke Gorsica | Allyssa Hynes | Matt Masiello | Ed Shea, Esq.
Gloria Spence | Robert Strauch

www.whatconj.org
info@whatconj.org

(201) 540 - WHAT (9428)
West Hudson Arts & Theater is a 501¢3 non-profit organization.
All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
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THE THEATER AT WHAT Co
15 FRANK E. RODGERS BLVD. S., HARRISON, NJ
FREE PARKING IN THE FENCED LOT AT JERSEY STREET




